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that list of folks would be way too long to put into this one article.  All of the well wishes I got from folks 
off the SASS wire were also wonderful to see.  
 
Jake, I have to say that I was also very proud of our club’s response and that of the Oakwood 
Outlaws as well.  We are part of something very special here and, yes, you are right with what you 
say about it being a tremendous blessing.   
 
Now let’s talk Cowboy Shooting!  How did you get involved in Cowboy Action shooting? 
A friend of mine at work told me about a friend of his named Three Fingers Jack who shot Cowboy and 
thought that I might like the sport. 
 
I remember Three Fingers Jack.  He was a fine gentleman.  It was a great loss to the sport when he 
passed away. 
Yes.  What happened next is that I contacted Paladin over the net and he invited me out to Eagle Lake to 
come see what cowboy shooting was all about.  I attended my first shoot there a few months before the 
first Long Horn Crossing.  I ended up shooting my first match later that same year in July of 2001.  I have 
been hooked ever since!  This also was when I met Hawkeye! 
 
So tell me about your Alias. 
Well, my first choice was “Big Jake”, but that one was 
already taken.  So I submitted “Jake Cutter” and it went 
through with SASS.  I later learned that there was a 
“Captain Jake Cutter”, but I had already picked “Jake 
Cutter” so I stuck with that one. 
 
And a good one it is ‘cause you have made a name 
for yourself in this sport! 
 
Now for the part that really puts the “twinkle in my 
eye”.  Tell me about your guns! 
I shoot a Stoeger 12 gage hammerless shotgun.  My 
pistols are both Ruger Vaquero 45 Long Colts with 5 ½ 
barrels in blue steel.  My rifle is a Marlin Cowboy 45 
Long Colt. 
 
Do you load your own ammo? 
Yes sir, I do.  I load on a Dillon 650 press! 
 
Sweet!  Tell me about your loads? 
I load a 200 grain bullet (by Gil) with 4 ½ grains of 
IMR 700X powder. 
 
Oh yea, that sounds like a mighty sweet load.   
 
Who in this sport would you say is a mentor to you? 
Paladin is a big mentor to me and I have to say that Hawkeye was also.  I learned lots from them about 
this sport. 
 
Those are two great people to list as mentors.   
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Jake, I want to thank you for making time to share with everyone what your story is and how you 
are doing as well.  It is good to know you are on the road to recovery.  We look forward to seeing 
you back out at the range sometime really soon. 
Thank you, Blacky.  And again … Thanks to everyone out there for their prayers and support. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Blacky Vela  
SASS #33223 
 
javierrincones@sbcglobal.net 
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 What’s your story, Red River Larry? 
 January 2005 

 
Howdy Folks and Happy New Year to all of you!  
 
I hope that your Holiday season was a happy and safe one. Was Santa good to you 
this year?  He sure was good to me!  
 
This past monthly match was a good one with mild weather and great people.  If you 
weren’t there you missed out on a great time. 
 
This month I was able to catch up with a good old boy by the name of Red River 
Larry. 

 
So tell me, Red River Larry, what’s your 
story? 
Well Blacky, my name is Larry Laughrun and 
I live in Houston Texas. 
 
What do you do for a living in the real 
world Larry? 
I work for Reed Hycalog as the director of 
Human Resources and I’ve been employed 
there for about eight years now. 
 
So are you a native Texan? 
No, I am not! I am what is known as an Air 
Force Brat and I have pretty much lived all 
over the world. I was, however, born in 
Montgomery Alabama. 
 
So how did you come up with your Cowboy alias? 
Well, I wanted the name Red River Dee which is the name of the ranch brand in the John Wayne movie 
called “Red River” but I found out that name was taken.  So I thought and pondered about it for awhile 
and later came up “Red River Larry!” 
 
Well, I think it’s an excellent name! How long you been shooting Cowboy now? 
I have been in this sport now for about 3 years and love it! 
 
Did you shoot any other sports before Cowboy Action Shooting? 
Yea, I shot IDPA and IPSC, but got away from those sports because it started not to be fun anymore. 
 
Well, I love to ask everyone this next question.  What’s your big claim to fame? 
I want to say that I have no big claim to fame, but I did shoot a clean match back about 2 months ago. 
 
Not an easy thing to do at this club because the stages are all pretty challenging.  If you’re not 
thinking right and not staying focused, you can come away from here with a few misses.  So good 
job, Larry!  
 

Red River Larry 
SASS 35838 TPI 566 
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What category do you typically shoot? 
I shoot senior traditional category. 
 
Wow, I have to say you don’t look old enough to shoot in that category.  So is there a Mrs. Red 
River Larry? 
Yes there is, but she does not shoot Cowboy.  We’ve been married now for 42 years. 
 
Do you reload? 
No, I don’t.  I purchase all my ammo now from the Houston Cartridge Company, but I am thinking about 
getting into the reloading thing here pretty soon. 
 
Okay.  Now for the part that really slices my block of cheese.  Tell me about your guns! 
I shoot two stainless steel Ruger Vaqueros with 4 ¾ inch barrels in .38/.357.  My shotgun is a Norinco 
1897 pump in 12 gage; I also shoot a Stoeger 12 gage shotgun as well sometimes. My rifle is a Marlin 
Cowboy in .38/.357. 
 
Hmmmm!!! I have to say those are some sweet guns!  So who turned you on to Cowboy Action 
Shooting? 
Griz Cogburn and Paco Bill got me started and I later got some help from Paladin. 
 
Of all the stages we shoot here, which one do you like or shoot best? 
I’d have to say that Stage Six, the “Speed Stage”, is my best.  It seems to flow the best for me and I 
usually shoot it clean. 
 
That darn speed stage is one that gets mentioned to me a lot. Lots of shooters try really hard to beat 
their personal best, but they also look forward to shooting that stage as well.   
 
Larry, I want to thank you for taking the time to sit with me and jaw it out a bit today. 
Thank you, Blacky, and I’m hoping to see you next month out here at the range. 
 
There you have it folks!  Another installment of What’s Your Story.  Hope to see you all next month here 
at Eagle Lake. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Blacky Vela  
SASS #33223 
 
javierrincones@sbcglobal.net 
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 What’s your story, Portly Folio? 
 June 2006 

 
Howdy Ya’ll!  Blacky Vela here with another installment of “What’s your Story!” 
 
This month I was able to catch up with a good shooting friend of mine who goes by 
the name of “Portly Folio” ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So Portly tell me, “What your story?” 
My real name is Daryl George and I live in 
Houston, Texas. 
 
Are you a native of Houston Texas? 
No actually, I am not a native of Houston or 
Texas. 
 
I like to say to people who are not 
originally from Texas that I am sure they 
got here as quick as they could anyway. 
<laughter> 
 
So what do you do out there in the real 
world outside of Cowboy Shooting? 
I guess you could say I am semi-retired. Right now I do network support full time. 
 
How did you come up with the cowboy name of Portly Folio? 
One day I was sitting around with the family and the name popped into my head. I told them I was gonna 
use the name Portly Folio. They all started laughing except for my oldest son. When I asked him why he 
wasn’t laughing, he said he didn’t laugh cause he wanted to stay in the will. <laughter> 
 
That is a funny story. I notice that some days you shoot Black powder and other times you shoot 
smokeless. What’s the story there?  
I guess what I shoot really depends on how I feel. Some days I want to shoot the guns like my ancestors 
did and other days I just want to shoot smoke less. 
 
Ancestors? Is there a family history here you could share with the readers? 
Well, my great grandfather was a Texas Ranger back during the late 1800’s and his name was J.T. 
Lambert. Use to be that his name was on display at the Texas Ranger Museum.  
 
If there was one thing you could share with us about yourself that no one really knows about, what 
might that be? 
Hmmmm … I guess I could mention that I once opened a trade a school in Guatemala back about 4 years 
ago. 
 

Portly Folio 
SASS 33869 TPI 555 
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Holy Smoly! What ever became of that? 
Well, it’s Guatemala <laughter> and the school is still there, but I am no longer involved with that. 
 
That’s what I love about doing these interviews.  
 
How long you been shooting Cowboy? 
My first shoot was actually the last shoot at the old range before moving to Eagle Lake, however long ago 
that was. 
 
How did you happen into this sport? 
I was doing some shooting with a friend of mine once and we was shooting rifles pistols and shotguns and 
I mentioned to him that it be nice if we could find a sport where you could shoot all of our guns at once. 
Well he did some looking around and found out about Cowboy Action Shooting. We went out to the old 
Range and met up with a shooter name Hawkeye! After talking to him for a bit, we decided that we 
needed to go out and buy some more guns. 
 
 
Lots of folks out there know Hawkeye and remember him well. He was a great guy and he is still missed. 
Hawkeye was the kind of person who could give you one lesson on shooting pistols and you learned more 
in one day from him than from a whole week with anyone else. 
 
Hawkeye was a great teacher. I know caused I learned lots from him myself.  
 
Tell me about the most memorable moment you have had in Cowboy action shooting. 
I’d have to say that setting the mine on fire at THSS during Trailhead 2006 was a true moment! 
 
Oh my god I was there and on the same 
posse with you. I remember that day very 
well. You were inside the mine … 
shooting after you had thrown that fuse 
outside onto the grass which caught fire. 
You almost burned down the town. 
<laughter>  
Lots of people don’t realized how serious 
that fire was or how fast it caught on.  
I have to say I was kind of disappointed that 
THSS didn’t award me with a “Spirit of the 
Flame” Award! <Laughter> 
 
Now that is funny! I thought you were 
thinking “Man I am making some serious 
smoke today!” 
 
Okay now for the part that really “sets my town on fire”, tell me about your guns? 
My Black Powder pistols are cap and ball Urberti’s Remington 58’s with 7 ½ inch barrels in blue steel.  
 
If I decide to shoot smoke-less, then my pistols are Ruger .38/.357 stainless steel finish … one in 5 ½ and 
the other in 4 ¾ inch.  My Rifle is a Rossi 1892 Lever gun in .38 cal. and my shotgun is a Stoeger 
Uplander Model in 12 gage. 
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Oh man, those are some sweet guns. 
 
Do you reload? 
Yes, I reload shotgun shells on an MEC Progressive with 17 ½ grains of 700X powder. I use 7 ½ shot and 
load 1 1/8 oz of shot.  
 
My bullets are loaded on a Dillion 550B. I load .38 cal. with 3.2 grains of Tite-group  and 158 grain bullet 
by “Gil!” 
 
Them are some sweet sounding loads. “Ka Boom!”  
 
What is it that draws you to this sport? 
At first if was the idea that I was able to shoot all the different guns, but later it was the people. Can’t beat 
the people who shoot this sport. They are all really very good people. 
 
I agree with you there 100% Portly, the people make this sport for sure.  
 
I want to thank you for taking the time to sit and share with me and everyone out there. 
Thank you, Blacky, and hope to see you out there at Eagle Lake this month. 
 
There you have it folks.  
 
Until I see you again … Be safe … shoot often … and tell them Blacky says “Hey!” 
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 What’s your story, Blacky Vela? 
 July 2006 
 

Howdy Ya’ll!  Ghost Wrider here with a very Irregular installment of 
“What’s your Story!” 
 
This month, we will be turning the tables and taking a golden opportunity to 
get the scoop on the low-down on “The Man” himself … “Handsome” 
Blacky Vela.   
 
Let’s see who this masked pen-man really is …. 
 
 

So Blacky tell us, “What is your story?” 
… Well my real name is Javier Rincones and I live in 
San Antonio, Texas. 
 
What do you  do for a living out in the real world? 
In the real world, I’m a police officer with the San 
Antonio ISD Police Department.  My title with them is 
Training Coordinator.  I have been with them for a little 
over 15 years now, but I have about 24 years of service 
as a police officer. I teach a number of topics to all the 
new officers coming into our department.  
 
We heard from somewhere (…and it wasn’t from 
Paco Bill) that you did a short gig as a real cowboy … 
you know … rounding up cattle and such. 
… Oh my gosh I wonder where you heard that! Yes sir, about 3 years ago we had a tractor trailer rig 
hauling steers roll over on the interstate there in San Antonio.  We had steers all over the city running here 
and there. I had to commandeer a golf cart to help round up them dogies. 
So… you’re saying that you were on a steering committee for a roundup, eh? 
You are the witty one! 
 
Who is that fine lookin’ filly that we see you with at all the cowboy shoots and soirees? 
… That is my wife of 14 years, Virginia. She doesn’t shoot, but loves to come out to the range with me 
and see our friends and have a leisurely weekend. 
 
You’re a lucky cowboy there, Blacky!  We’ve heard that she also has a winning way with gun 
raffles. 
That she does!  She reads the ticket numbers cause I never seem to have my glasses with me. 
 
How did you come up with the cowboy name of Blacky Vela? 
… Well it was kind of a joke really, but what I did was take the name of my first pet, which was black cat 
name Blacky and I used my mother maiden name for my last name of Vela! Using that same formula 
what would be your cowboy name? 
 
…….  Sparkybob the Wonder Dog from Hell Allen ????    Naahhhh!!! , but I digest …. 
 

Blacky Vela 
SASS 33223 TPI 538 
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… and who is this cousin of yours … this elusive Bucky Vela? 
Bucky, that is one hip dude. He’s my cousin from the valley who will sometimes, without notice, show up 
at a shoot and try to take my place. That boy ain’t right if you know what I mean, but for some unknown 
reason the ladies are really attracted to him. “Go Figure!” 
 
We’ve seen him in action, Blacky, and you’re right.   
 
We hear that you are also a Singing Cowboy.  What kind of guitar(s) and such do you play? 
… Well I have been known to play the guitar and I do own several …about 7 to be exact. Guitars are like 
guns; you can’t have too many! I have also gotten into playing the ukulele, which is a lot of fun and a 
very simple instrument to play. I also blow on the harmonica every so often, but lots of folks don’t like it 
too much when I break the wind with that one. I am always looking for people to play music with and if 
any of your readers, those other than “ghost”, want to get together, I hope they would get with me 
sometime. 
 
How long you been shooting Cowboy? … and who got you going?   
Well, there is this guy name of Martin Roth who told me about Cowboy shooting and the funny thing is, 
he is not a cowboy shooter himself.  He was a friend of Hawkeye and he introduced me to him and the 
rest was history once I watched a match. 
 
Who taught you how to shoot straight and to move like 
greased lightnin’? 
Well, I could say watching you has cause me to move a bit 
faster, but really I’m figuring it is just plan natural talent. All 
kidding aside, I’d have to say Hawkeye was a great 
mentor/teacher to me along with Paladin and off course my 
OLD friend Paco Bill. Lots a great shooters out there and not 
enough room to mention them all here. 
 
Blacky, it just occurred to me that you might have a 
favorite stage that you like to shoot here at Eagle Lake 
and I would be remiss if I didn’t ask …  Which one that 
might be? 
Well that is such a dang good question to ask that I feel incline to answer. I really like the Stage Coach 
stage cause of the running back and forth. But I really prefer any stage that doesn’t require one to aim or 
think. 
 
Okay now, we know that this part of the interview really “fries your bacon”.  Tell us about your 
guns. 
I shoot Ruger .357 Vaqueros with 5 ½ barrels in stainless steel.  Sometimes I’ll shoot my blue steel Ruger 
Bisley’s,  but mostly I like my stainless Rugers. My rifle is a Marlin Cowboy in .357 and I shoot a 
Russian made Baikal SXS shotgun in 12 gage. 
 
Oh man, those are some fine guns!  Is it true that you’d sell them to Paco Bill for $20?  I understand 
that you’ve become somewhat of a gunsmith? 
That is not true, but one has to admire his (Paco Bill) persistence. Gunsmith! ME? Oh no, not at all.  What 
little I know about guns I learn from Hawkeye and Paco Bill.  
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Do you reload? 
Yes I do reload, but not shotgun loads. What I do load is a .357 with 125 grain Hunter supply bullet with 
3.0 grains of 700X for my rifle and a 100 grain Hunter supply bullet with 3.0 grains of 700X for my 
pistols. I use a Dillion 650 which to me is so dang idiot proof. What I am trying to say is that if I can 
reload on a Dillion anyone can. 
 
We understand that you are active in several other Cowboy Action clubs in and around Texas.  Tell 
us a little bit about them and the shooters that you’ve met. 
I am a member of the Texicans Rangers Club out of Fredricksburg, the Tejas Cabarellos out of Austin and 
I consider The Tejas Pistoleros my home  club even though it is the farthest from my home.  
 
Blacky, we want you to know that we all enjoy your “What’s Your Story?” interviews.  We look 
forward to it just as much as seeing the monthly scores!  
Thank you and hope to see all of you out at Eagle Lake this next month. 
 
So there we have it, folks.   
 
We look forward to having Blacky back from vacation in the coming months. 
… and we all look forward to seeing you all out on the range! 
 
Whoopee Tie One On!!!   
    The Ghost Wrider 
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 What’s your story, Virgil T. Booth? 
 August 2006 

 
Howdy Ya’ll!  
 
Blacky Vela here with another installment of what’s your story! I was finally able to 
get the ghost writer to let me have my column back and have I got a doozy for you 
guys this month.  After hearing a few rumors here and there about a new shooter, I 
decided I had to go out and get the skinny on this hombre.  
 
This month I caught up with Virgil T. Booth. 
 
 

So Virgil, tell me what is your story, Hombre? 
Well Blacky, my real name is Tony Booth and I 
live out in the country around Alvin, Texas. 
 
What is it you do for a living out in the real 
world? 
I own a truck and drive it on local hauls. 
 
Wow! My first truck driver interview! So you 
been driving a truck for a while now? 
No. I started driving a truck about the time I turn 
50 years of age. 
 
Okay then, what did you do before you drove 
truck? 
I was a professional musician! 
 
Yea, I had heard that about you from a confidential source, but I don’t want to mention Jethro 
Binks name. Oops! So anyhow how did you happen into the music business? 
Well, there was this country music artist whom you may have heard of that actually gave me my first 
break and helped me get a recording contract. 
 
I am sitting here with my mouth open and speechless which many people will tell rarely if ever 
happens to me. That is the coolest thing! So you’re a celebrity!  Wow! 
 
Okay I’ll take the bait …  Who was that country music artist? 
Buck Owens! He helped me get a contract with Capital records and I later recorded six albums with them 
over the course of several years. 
 
I was so sadden by the news of his passing. Had you kept in touch with him over the years? 
I can’t remember exactly when I last saw him, but I think it was back in the mid 90’s. 
 
Well another thing I heard about you is that you were recently treated to a surprise this past July 
30th .  Would you care to tell the readers what that was all about? 

Virgil T. Booth 
SASS 68739 TPI 677 
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I was at the Alvin Opry doing a show when a State Representative named Glenda Dawson came up on 
stage and read a letter to everyone from Governor Rick Perry himself. The letter stated that I was being 
made an Honorary Texan. It took 25 years of living here to finally get them to declare that about me. 
 
What does one have to do to be made an Honorary Texan. 
Well, you have to have done something that is significant and that was my Texas style of playing music. 
 
Well a big congratulations to you sir! 25 years, huh? Well I need to get you one of them bumper 
stickers that says, “I may not be from Texas, but I got here as fast as I could!” Is there a Mrs. 
Booth? 
Yes, there is and we have been married for 26 years this month. She is not a shooter at this time, but that 
may happen here sooner than soon. 
 
Wow! 26 years … almost as long as I am old! LOL How did you happen to come up with the alias of 
Virgil T. Booth? 
Well my wife sort of picked that name out for me. She had heard the name Virgil on the Tombstone 
movie from the actor Sam Elliot who played the part of Wyatt Earp’s brother. 
 
Lots of readers out there perk up when you mention that movie. Yea baby yea! How long you been 
shooting Cowboy now? 
Oh, I think it’s just about a year now. 
 
Who turned you on to this sport? 
My friend Jerry (aka Jethro “A little birdie told me so” Binks) told me about it and said it would be 
something I might really like. You know what? … He was right! 
 
Okay now for the part that really spins my records, tell me about your guns. 
My pistols are Ruger Vaqueros with a case harden finish and 4 ¾ inch barrels in 45 Long Colt. My rifle is 
model 1892 Puma with a case harden finish octagon barrel also in 45 long colt. The shotgun I shoot is 
Stoeger 12 gage Coach in Blue steel. 
 
Oops! Sorry I was wiping the drool off my chin, those are sweet sounding guns. 
Do you reload? 
No, right now Jethro Binks does the reloading for me since he has the time … being retired and all!  
 
What draws you to this sport of Cowboy Action Shooting? 
I like the guns and the people. The people are in my age group, which is very young <wink> and they 
make me feel welcome and comfortable. I like that I can learn a lot from them … no trade secrets in this 
sport. 
 
Virgil, I want to say that I believe this article could easily be a two part segment. Thank you for 
taking the time to sit and chat and share with the readers. 
Thank you, Blacky, and see you out Eagle Lake this month. 
 
Just a note about Tony Booth … If you folks listen to satellite radio XM or Sirius and tune into the classic 
country station, you will hear his music being played. 
 
Until we meet on the range … Shoot clean and be true to the Cowboy Way! 
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 What’s your story, Captain Samuel Clayton? 
 October 2006 

 
Howdy, ya’ll.   
 
Blacky Vela here with yet another exciting installment of What’s your Story!   
 
This month I caught up with a good shooting partner of mine that goes by the name 
of Captain Samuel Clayton. 
 
 
 
 

So Captain Clayton, tell me … What is your story? 
Well, Blacky, my real name is Jim Deggs and I am 
from Beaumont Texas. 
 
What do you do for a living out there in the real 
world? 
I am an armed security guard with Patriot Security. 
 
How long you been riding with that outfit? 
I have been with them now for 15 years. 
 
Wow, that is a fair stretch. Tell me a bit more 
about yourself! 
I am a retired Army sergeant 1st class and spent 17 
months in Vietnam by doing 1 ½ tours of duty there 
between Sept. of 1968 and Jan. of 1970. 
 
My hat always goes off to you and any military 
veteran who served our country. Tell me about 
your alias; how did you come up with the name of 
Captain Samuel Clayton? 
The name comes from a John Wayne Movie “The Searchers” and the actor who played the part in that 
movie was Ward Bond. That actor wore a similar hat like the one I wear at all the shoots. 
 
Yeah cool!  Where did you find that hat? 
I had that hat way back from my former days of doing civil war re-enactments. I had read a story once 
about a man who during the civil war had seen a soldier who look to be up in his years. This man asked 
the old soldier how old he was and the soldier said he was 72 years old. I now wear this hat in honor of 
that man and that story. 
 
Do you still do the civil war re-enactments? 
Not for a long time now.  I started cowboy shooting and have been doing that instead for 15 years now.  I 
started in 1991 and had some nice folks offer me their guns to shoot.  At that time it was kinda of unheard 
of really and I have not stopped since. 
 

Captain Samuel Clayton 
SASS 11488 TPI 515 
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Oh boy!  Now for the part that really melts the cheese on my nachos! Tell me about your guns! 
I started out in this sport shooting Ruger 45 caliber Vaqueros with 7 ½ inch barrels, but some years later I 
got me a pair of Schofield’s. They are Uberti 45 LC with 7 inch barrels. My loads are 7 grains of Unique 
with a 200 grain bullet.  My rifle is a Marlin 45 LC blue steel and my shotgun is a Stoeger 12 gage also in 
a blue steel finish. 
 
What do you load with at home? 
I have a Dillion 550 press which I load with and love it! 
 
Boy howdy!  Those do sound like some sweet shooting irons.   
 
Now tell me … Of all the stages we shoot here at Tejas Pistoleros, which do you like the best? 
Stage five the Fort is the one I like best, unless they are having us shoot at those darn falling plates then 
it’s not my favorite! LOL 
 
Do you have a favorite moment you can share with the readers about shooting out here at Eagle 
Lake? 
The time I shot a clean match was my favorite moment. 
 
Have any mentors or someone who really helped you with your shooting? 
Moon! Yea, he was teacher/mentor to me.  He gave me pointers and Paladin has also helped me lots.  But 
you know what … I have learned something from just about everyone here. 
 
These are a great bunch of people here.  I too have learned so much from everyone here as well.   
 
Captain Clayton, I want to thank you so much for taking the time to sit and share with me and the 
readers. 
Thank you as well, Blacky, and hope to see you next month out at Eagle Lake. 
 
There you have it folks.   
 
Hope to see all of you as well out at Eagle Lake next month for the match.   
 
Until then … Shoot cowboy for fun and shoot it lots. 
 
Blacky Vela 
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 What’s your story, Wyandot Jim? 
 April 2007 

 
Howdy, Folks!  
 
Blacky Vela here with yet another installment of "What’s yer Story!" 
 
This month I got me a great interview with a very interesting cowboy shooter pard of 
mine who goes by the name of Wyandot Jim! That’s right folks the one and only 
Wyandot Jim! 
 
 
 

So tell me, Wyandot, What’s Yer 
Story? 
Well, Blacky, my name is Jim Hayden 
and I live out in the country just south of 
Katy, Texas. 
 
What is it you do out in the real world 
away from Cowboy shooting? 
I am a retarded… uh I mean retired 
mechanical engineer. I use to design off 
shore production facilities and onshore 
refineries and gas plants.  
 
How long were you in that line of 
work and when did you retire? 
I retired about 2 years ago after 35 years 
on the job. 
 
Wow!  That is a fair stretch of time to be on the job, my hats off to you sir!  
 
I ask the next question because I am sure there are many ladies who want to know.  Is the 
handsome Wyandot Jim married?  
Yes, I am married and the wife’s name is Pat. We have been married for 44 years now. We have two 
children, a son and a daughter. Both are Naval Aviators. My daughter graduated from the Air Force 
Academy and my son graduated from Texas A&M.  
 
That is wonderful! Tell me more about your family! 
I also have two grandchildren on grandson and one granddaughter. My grandson is a cowboy shooter and 
he won the Virginia State Championship in the Buckaroo category 2 years ago. He just turned nine. If I 
remember right, he had five misses for ten stages. There were three generations of Wyandot’s there. My 
granddaughter is still too young to shoot, but she will be soon enough. 
 
Now your daughter and son also have shot cowboy with you as well correct? 
Yes, my daughter’s first shoot was at THSS a few years ago and she only had one miss that whole day. 
That is really good for Columbus ‘cause them is hard targets to hit! 
 

Wyandot Jim 
TPI 583 
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Yes sir, I agree! How long you been shooting Cowboy now? 
I started shooting back in 2001 or 2002 … I can’t seem to remember exactly. Before Cowboy Shooting, I 
was a life long plinker. 
 
When you shoot cowboy what category do you shoot? 
Lets see … I shoot Modern, Senior (Just barely), Gunfighter, Duelist, Senior Duelist, Frontier Cartage, 
Frontiersmen, and next Plainsmen! 
 
Wow! You cover a lot of the categories out there. I can see you really love shooting. 
Yes I do, but during a main match I will usually shoot Frontier Cartridge Duelist. Here at Tejas Pistoleros, 
I shoot Modern for the most part. 
 
Tell me about your Alias. How did you come up with that name? 
“Wyandot” came from the Wyandot Indian tribe and I grew up in Wyandot County which is in Ohio and 
was the last home of the Wyandots before being shipped West. Here is a nice little "Did you know?” for 
you. Did you know that the 1st Methodist Church established in the United States was in Upper Sandusky, 
Ohio? … which is at the head waters of the Sandusky River? 
 
I have said it once I am sure I have said it a thousand times, I learn something new with every 
interview I do for this newsletter.  
 
Is the Tejas Pistoleros your home club and are you a member of any other clubs? 
Yes, Tejas Pistoleros is my home club and I was at one time a member of THSS, but have started to 
attend the Oakwood Outlaws club instead. 
 
I do hear tell that is very nice club, but I have yet to make my way up there and shoot there.  
 
Now for the part that always makes me want spend more money on raffle tickets at an annual 
match. Tell me about your guns. 
Well Blacky, a few people know that I am a Ruger man and that is what I shoot. I have the older version 
of the Rugers known as the three screw models in .38/.357 They are blue steel with 5 ½ inch barrels. I got 
my first one back in 1967 and it is still shooting strong to this day. My rifles are Marlin Cowboys in 
.38/.357 and my shotguns are either the Stoeger Coach gun or the Baikal coach gun both in 12 gage. 
 
Hmmmmm Sweet! ….. 
 
Sorry … I was day dreaming there for a sec.  
 
Do you do your own reloading? 
Yes, I reload on a Dillon 650 and my loads are 4.5 grains of Winchester 231 behind a 100 grain Hunter 
Supply bullet.  For the rifle, I use 6.5 gr 231 with Gil’s 125 gr bullet. 
 
That does sound like a sweet load.  
 
Who in this sport has been your greatest influence? 
Hondo Meade, Paladin and my old friend Cherokee Jones. 
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What is about this sport that draws you to it? 
It’s the people. They are all so great and fun. They make it way too hard to not want to come back for 
more!  
 
I also want to tell you about one of the first people I ever met in cowboy shooting. It was Cherokee Jones. 
I remember it was a cold rainy March day and we sat inside of one of those white trailers drinking beer 
and watching all them folks shooting. To this day, Cherokee is one of my best pards! 
 
Cherokee is a great guy, one hell of a good shooter and a good friend of mine as well.  
 
Wyandot, I want to thank you for taking the time to sit with me today and for sharing your story 
with the readers. 
Thank you, Blacky and I hope to see you next month out at Eagle Lake. 
 
There you have it folks!  
 
The story behind the man Wyandot Jim!  
 
Hope to see you all as well next month at Eagle Lake.  
Until then … Shoot Fast, Shoot Straight, and Have Fun! 
 
Blacky Vela 
 


